


The Sovereign Art Foundation and Associação SAF 

The Sovereign Art Foundation (SAF) is a charitable organisation

founded in 2003 to recognise and promote contemporary art

talent and bring the therapeutic benefits of expressive arts to

disadvantaged children.

In the same year, SAF launched The Sovereign Asian Art

Prize, now recognised as the most established and

prestigious annual art award in Asia-Pacific. The Prize

increases the international exposure of artists in the

region and supports their development, whilst raising

funds by auctioning shortlisted artworks and sharing

proceeds equally between the participating artists and

charitable programmes for disadvantaged children. This

model has so far raised over US$9 million for artists and

charities worldwide.

Associação SAF is the Portuguese arm of The Sovereign Art Foundation

(SAF), established in 2021. Money raised through Associação SAF will be

used to fund and develop arts programmes in Portugal that help

disadvantaged children using expressive arts as a means of education,

communication and engagement.

https://www.sovereignartfoundation.com/


Aims and Objectives

• To exhibit a true and balanced representation of the most significant

contemporary art from Portugal and to showcase its diverse character

and qualities.

• To widen and build knowledge of the work of artists from Portugal and

its diaspora; to give them public visibility, exposure in the art market

and a wider international following.

• To exhibit the works in a public art space so that visitors may directly

engage with some of the best contemporary art of the country and to

make this exhibition available online to as broad an audience as

possible.

• To sell artworks and raise a significant amount for the artists and for

charitable causes helping disadvantaged children in Portugal.



The Sovereign Portuguese Art Prize, launched in Summer 2021, aims to

benefit artists living in Portugal or of the Portuguese diaspora by

increasing their international exposure, whilst raising funds for arts

education programmes in Portugal.

Contemporary artists, nominated by a board of independent art

professionals, are invited to enter artworks online. A judging panel

comprised of world-class art experts shortlist the 30 most accomplished

artworks from the range of digital entries.

The shortlisted works will be exhibited firstly at Palacio das Artes in Porto

before moving to Sociedade Nacional de Belas-Artes in Lisbon and the

Museu Berardo, Estremoz. Negotiations are also underway to arrange

further exhibition in the Algarve. The exhibited works are judged for a

second time and voted on by the public. The judges scores will then be

aggregated and a Grand Prize winner named, receiving €25,000. The

public will also be invited to vote for their favourite artwork, with the

most popular artist being awarded €2,000.

The shortlisted artworks, aside from the Grand Prize winner, will be sold.

Proceeds will be split evenly between the artists and Associação SAF.

The 2022 Sovereign Portuguese Art Prize
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18 October 2021

28 February 2022

13-30 April 2022

21 April

24 May – 18 June 
2022

26 May

22 June – 15 
August 2022

22 June

August 2022

Entry Deadline

Shortlist Announcement

Finalists’ Exhibition at Palacio das Artes, Porto

Porto Exhibition Launch Event

Finalists’ Exhibition at Sociedade Nacional 
de Belas-Artes

Lisbon Exhibition Launch Event

Finalists’ Exhibition, at the Museu Berardo, 
Estremoz

Museu Berardo, Estremoz Exhibition Launch 
Event

Finalists' Exhibition, Algarve, details TBC

* Dates are provisional and subject to slight 
change

Timeline



Judging Panel

David Elliott  

Writer, curator, museum director

Artists will be shortlisted by a carefully-selected judging panel. The judges participate on a voluntary basis. 

Ai Weiwei

Artist

Joana Vasconcelos

Artist

Maura Marvão

Head of Phillips, Portugal and Spain

Tim Marlow

Chief Executive and Director,
Design Museum, London

Phillippe Vergne

Curator and director, Serralves
Contemporary Art Museum

Vincente Todoli

Founding director, Serralves
Contemporary Art Museum



The Sovereign Art Foundation Students 

Prize, Portugal 2022

SAF also runs a series of Students Prizes, annual awards that celebrate

the importance of art in the education system and recognise the quality

of artworks produced by secondary-school students across the world.

The first Sovereign Art Foundation Students Prize was established in

2012 in Hong Kong, followed by additional Students Prizes in Guernsey,

Gibraltar, Bahrain, Singapore, Mauritius, Portugal, the Isle of Man, Malta

and Gozo and London.

This year SAF have partnered with Fundação da Juvantude

and Sociedade Nacional de Belas-Artes for The Portugal Students Prize.

Secondary schools across Portugal are invited to nominate their best art

students to submit art works online. A judging panel (separate from the

Professional Prize) then shortlist the 30 best art works for the Finalists'

Exhibitions, to be run concurrently with the Finalists' Exhibition of the

Professional Prize.

Judges' and the Public select their winners who receive cash prizes and

trophies; their school art departments also receive cash grants to be

used to for the wider benefit of all students and their creative pursuits.



Why sponsor The 2022 Sovereign Portuguese Art Prize?

Sponsorship of The 2022 Sovereign Portuguese Art Prize offers an exceptional opportunity to partner with the inaugural edition of

a Prize, which will be the biggest annual art prize in Portugal, showcasing the best contemporary art from Portugal and the

Portuguese diaspora. Align with the experience and expertise of The Sovereign Art Foundation as a leading arts charity and

organiser of the largest art prize in Asia-Pacific. You will also enjoy national exposure throughout Portugal as lead sponsor as the

Prize tours at least 3, possibly 4 venues in Portugal.

Impress your clients with exclusive early access to rising talent: sponsors and guests have the chance to view and buy art which has

been selected and approved by independent experts and so stands the best possible chance of being an excellent investment.

Many shortlisted artists experience sales growth after the event, as well as a rise in the average price of their work.

Our experienced sponsorship team will work with you to create a tailored sponsorship package designed to achieve:

• A unique association, aligning your company with a new, original, prestigious, creative and charitable event.

• Brand profile to a broad audience with logo presence across a multi-faceted international press and marketing campaign.

• Exceptional hospitality opportunities: host, entertain and inspire clients and staff through privileged access and learning activities.

• Network with key influencers: HNWI, art collectors, press, business contacts and professionals from the international art world.

• Creative integration of your community, education or charitable commitments within the partnership.
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Access to images, logo, 

livestream content (where 

available), to celebrate 

involvement.

Personalised invitations to 

Awards and Opening Events 

and the opportunity to make a 

speech.

Advertisement in the

Prize catalogue.

First refusal to be the lead 

sponsor of the SAF 

Students Prize Portugal.

Exclusive, ‘first look’ preview for 

sponsor and guests.

Host private, curator-led 

tours/client events at the 

exhibition (additional cost).

Brand integration, distribution 

of sponsor materials for direct 

engagement with exhibition 

audience (subject to approval).

Prominent logo across marketing 

collateral, including website, press 

releases, catalogues, photo 

backdrops, advertising and 

social media.

Involvement in event 

production, including the 

opportunity to creatively 

integrate your brand in an 

imaginative and fitting way.

Partner with this project and benefit from an outstanding opportunity to engage with the most significant annual art prize in

Portugal. Raise brand profile to an exceptional guest list and enjoy premium hospitality and significant PR. We can tailor a package 

based on your requirements and objectives, to include options such as:

Sponsor Benefits
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Julius Baer is pleased to be supporting this excellent programme. At Julius Baer, we 
see cultural sponsorship as a way of giving back to communities where we live and 
work. Outside of Switzerland, Asia is our second home market, representing 25 per 
cent of the bank’s global asset under management and 20 per cent of our employees. 
The sponsoring activities of Julius Baer share the same goal towards which we strive 
every day as a private bank: to consider the individual needs of our clients. We work 
with carefully selected partners in the fields of art and classical music, who have 
made a strong impression on us because of their dynamism, innovation as well as 
consciousness of tradition and dedication to performance. The Sovereign Asian Art 
Prize is a prime example of these qualities. Kaven Leung, CEO North Asia, Julius Baer 

Pictet is proud to be the sponsor of The Sovereign Art Foundation (SAF). This year, SAF 
is focusing on developing and expanding its Make It Better project, and this is a 
commitment shared by Pictet. Pictet’s Partners have always been active as patrons 
and corporate sponsors, providing support for charitable, cultural and humanitarian 
causes and projects. The Pictet Group Charitable Foundation was created in 2009, 
with a view to formalising the approach to the charitable and philanthropic work 
supported by Pictet’s Partners over a number of years. As with philanthropy, art has 
long been integral to Pictet’s identity. We believe that art plays a key role in our lives 
and businesses by stimulating our senses and remaining alert in an ever-changing 
world, and have forged a cultural heritage grounded in an art collection that reflects 
our founding values. 
Claude Haberer Chief Executive Officer, Asia-Pacific, Pictet Wealth Management 

What past sponsors of the SAF Asian Art Prize 
have said…



Partners

Hosting Partner Venue Partners

Lead Sponsor

Join an esteemed group of partners in celebration of this exciting initiative.

Opportunity Open

Cultural Communications  

Partner

Event Sponsor



Previous Sponsors, The Sovereign Asian Art Prize



Press Coverage Examples, The Sovereign Asian Art Prize



THANK YOU

For more information please contact: 
SophieB@sovereignartfoundation.com


